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GAHK Seminar & Press Conference of
“Standard Methods for Testing Fei Cui for Hong Kong”
(HKSM/FCT-2016) & Natural Fei Cui Certification
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The Importance of Master Colour Standard:
Pigeon’s Blood Ruby, Royal Blue and Cornflower
Blue Sapphires
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Speakerig®&:Dr Pornsawat Wathanakul, The Gem and &
Jewelry Institute of Thailand (GIT)

Description: The research on ruby & sapphire quality standards has been conducted in
order to transform the subjective terms, i.e, Pigeon’s Blood Red, Royal and Cornflower
Blues, into science; the research results are the ruby and sapphire colour master sets that
have been successfully used, and hence, helped eliminate the confusion among trade, lab
and public.

Burmese Amber - A rare antique gem from
Cretacreous (in Cantonese)
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Speakeri&#&: Dr Edward Liu, Secretary,
The Gemmological Association of Hong Kong (GAHK)

Description: Burmese amber becomes increasingly popular in the gem trade and market.
Since its age has been reinvestigated and proved to late Cretaceous (around 100Ma),
many new research and discoveries in paleontology on its inclusions were found and
published in recent years. New colour vaieties were found. Its origin and gemmological
characteristic will be introduced. The value of this rare antique gem will be discussed.
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Ruby & Sapphire Treatments, and Update
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Speaker JHEES

Dr Pornsawat Wathanakul

The Gem and Jewelry Institute of Thailand (Public Organisation)

Biography
Pornsawat Wathanakul received her Dr. rer.nat. in Mineralogy and Geology of Mineral Deposits from
Technical University of Aachen, Germany in 1989. She started working at the Department of Mineral
Resources, Thailand, joined Department of Earth Sciences, Kasetsart University, Bangkok for 22 years, also
served as a chair in Gem and Mineral Sciences there. She helped establish the Gem and Jewelry Institute of
Thailand (GIT) in 1998, and was an academic adviser before appointed as the institute’s director (May 2013-
April 2017).

The talk covers major ruby and sapphire
treatments; irradiation, conventional
heatings, heating with beryllium, fracture
filling; their explanations and detections.
Update on recent treatments like low
temperature, heating with pressure and
other possible new techniques will also be
discussed.
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Pornsawat has constantly contributed her research on coloured stones in particular ruby and sapphire to
international public. She has visited most of major gem fields. Besides a member of Coloured Stone Steering
Committee, she is a Vice President of CIBJO’s commissions (the Gemmological and the Coral).
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The Hong Kong Institute of Gemmology

4/F, Tung Hip Commercial Building, 248 Des Voeus Road Central, Hong Kong
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